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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF ALBERS 

PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES HELD ON February 09, 2026 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  President Steve Schomaker called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL: Trustees Athmer, Kennedy, McDermid and Timmermann were present at roll call.  

Behrmann was present via phone.  Kenow was absent, his absence was excused. 

 

APPROVAL OF REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES – January 12, 2026:  The Board 

reviewed the minutes from Regular Session Meeting January 12, 2026. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY McDermid to approve the minutes as presented.  Athmer seconded the 

motion.  Vote was 3 – yeas, 1 – abstain, 0 – nays; motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  The agenda was reviewed. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Athmer to approve the agenda as presented.  Timmermann seconded the 

motion. Vote was 4 - yeas, 0 - nays; motion carried. 

 

OTHER VILLAGE OFFICIALS:  Attorney Terry Bruckert, Chief Vielweber, Clerk Morris, Streets & 

Lighting Superintendent Deimeke and Water & Sewer Superintendent Horstmann were in attendance.  

Treasurer Hubert and Zoning Administrator Brendel were absent, their absences were excused. 

 

GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:  Central High School students Summer Boien, Hannah Callahan, 

Caden Klay and Sarah Landis were in attendance per a civics class requirement.  Jim Toennies was 

in attendance to discuss Lehrter/JC Park concerns, Dave Wellen was in attendance to observe and 

address water concerns. 

 

President Schomaker invited Mr. Wellen to address the Board.  Mr. Wellen asked if recent water 

issues were resolved and offered advice on reducing water tower issues in the future.  President 

Schomaker addressed Mr. Wellen’s concerns, explained the recent water tower issues were due to 

loss of communication from the modem, and noted that the issue would be discussed in more detail 

in the Water & Sewer Committee report. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

IMPROVEMENTS & PARK - Scott Athmer Chairman:  Athmer had nothing to report.  Athmer invited 

Jim Toennies, Park Board President, to update the Board on Lehrter/JC Park.  Mr. Toennies noted the 

light pole foundations are being installed and the fence for baseball dugouts will be completed March 

14-15.  He stated the park will be ready for opening Mother’s Day weekend in May. 

 

POLICE AND DISASTER RESPONSE - Cliff Behrmann Chairman:  Behrmann asked Chief 

Vielweber to update the Board on behalf of the Police Department. 

 

Police Chief’s Report - Chief Brian Vielweber: Chief Vielweber presented the Police Chief’s report. 

 

Chief Vielweber updated the Board that the siren at the Clin-Clair Fire Department is not functioning 

properly and he is working with Superintendent Deimeke to replace it with the recently purchased siren. 

 

Chief Vielweber asked the Board to consider adding crosswalks at the intersection of Susan and Debra 

Drives at the intersection of North Commercial Street and at the main entrance of Albers Elementary 

School to school parking lot.  He discussed the request with the Board and agreed to have a draft 

ordinance prepared for review at the upcoming meeting. 

 

Chief Vielweber requested a stop sign on East Railroad Street at the entrance of the sewer treatment 

plant and discussed the request with the Board.  Chief Vielweber agreed to have a draft ordinance 

prepared for review at the upcoming meeting. 

 

Chief Vielweber presented a contract from Clinton County Animal Control for discussion.  The contract 

outlines services from Clinton County Animal Control at a cost to the Village of $1/resident per year, 

the contract is being offered to all municipalities in Clinton County.  The Board discussed the contract 

with Chief Vielweber.  Chief Vielweber suggested the Board consider agreeing to the contract on an 

annual basis, to be reconsidered annually. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Athmer to sign the Clinton County Animal Control contract at a cost of 

$1/resident per year to be reconsidered after one year.  Timmermann second.  Athmer seconded the 

motion.  Vote was 4 – yeas, 0 – nays; motion carried. 

 

Chief Vielweber updated the Board that a snow plow to be used on the ATV has been purchased through 

donations to the Albers Police Department and will be installed when received. 

 

WATER & SEWER AND TECHNOLOGY - Kevin Kenow Chairman:  Kenow was absent, President 

Schomaker reported on his behalf.  President Schomaker noted that no updates were available on 

Clearwave Fiber installations in the Village and that residences now have the option of signing up for 

Clearwave Fiber individually. 

 

President Schomaker updated the Board that the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Engineering 

Plan has been submitted on behalf of the Village of Albers by Curry & Associates Engineers with 

funding being awarded in March 2026. 

 

President Schomaker updated the Board that sewer pond daily readings are being recorded and show 

improvement, including decreasing odors and increasing oxygen levels.  He thanked Superintendent 

Horstmann and our water operators for closely monitoring the sewer pond and improving operations. 

 

President Schomaker noted that upgrading meter reading to radio read from touch read will be 
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discussed at upcoming committee meetings and that the the transition may be planned in phases due to 

the high cost of replacement. 

 

Water & Sewer Superintendent Report: Superintendent Horstmann reported -5.45% water loss for 

January with a -5.95% loss year to date, noting readings were estimated in January due to snow covered 

meters. 

 

Superintendent Horstmann updated the Board that the tank inspection is tentatively being scheduled for 

March and will update the Board when scheduling is confirmed. 

 

FINANCE - Mike McDermid Chairman: McDermid updated the Board a current contract has been 

signed with Homefield Energy at a rate of $0.11948/kWh.  The Village of Albers entered into the 

electrical aggregation contract on behalf of all residents, authorizing Homefield Energy as the electric 

supplier for all residential accounts.  McDermid recommends residents remain with Homefield Energy 

as current rates are lower than AmerenIL.  Residents may opt-out of the program by contacting 

AmerenIL or Homefield Energy. McDermid referred to a letter sent to residents concerning the rates 

update reminding all residents to remain vigilant when managing their residential account and asked all 

residents to contact him or Village Hall with any questions. 

 

McDermid updated everyone in attendance that the newly formed Lookingglass Ambulance District is 

operating working towards to being fully self-funded.  McDermid noted that the district may ask Albers, 

Damiansville, New Baden and Lookingglass Township to divide expenses until a line of credit is 

established for the district.  McDermid also announced that the district is conducting a cash raffle and 

encouraged everyone to purchase raffle tickets from Albers Village Hall. 

 

McDermid asked the Board to approve the Code of Ordinances Certification, declaring the code book is 

currently updated and available on the Village website. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY McDermid to approve the Code of Ordinances Certification and direct 

Clerk Morris to sign the certification.  Kennedy seconded the motion.  Vote was 4 – yeas, 0 – nays; 

motion carried. 

 

McDermid presented invoices to be paid, the Board reviewed the invoices. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY McDermid to pay invoices totaling $44,419.59.  Kennedy seconded the 

motion. Vote was 4 - yeas; 0 - nays; motion carried. 

 

Treasurer's Report - Cindy Hubert Treasurer:  Treasurer Hubert was absent; her absence was excused.  

McDermid presented the Treasurer's Report in Treasurer Hubert's absence.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY McDermid to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Timmermann seconded the  

motion. Vote was 4 - yeas; 0 - nays; motion carried. 

 

ZONING - Sean Kennedy Chairman:  Kennedy had nothing to report. 

 

Zoning Administrator's Report - Jeannie Brendel Administrator:  Administrator Brendel was absent, her 

absence was excused.  Kennedy presented the Zoning Administrator’s Report, noting fourth quarter 

applications included 1 principle structure and 4 accessory structure permits issued; totaling $750.00.  

2025 year ending report included 15 applications, 1 principle structure and 14 accessory structure 

permits; totaling $1,775.00. 

 

STREETS & LIGHTING – Jeff Timmermann Chairman:  Timmermann updated the Board that the 

sidewalk extension on North Commercial Street is currently on hold and grant funding for the project 
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is expected. 

 

Timmermann reported four sealed bids were received for the purchase of the 2001 Ford F350 pick up 

truck with a minimum bid of $500 to be considered.  Bids were received by Allen Hegger for $500, 

Jensen Lake for $750.01, Devin Phillips for $1,276.00 and Jim Toennies for $516.25.  The Board 

discussed the bids. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Timmermann to accept the bid for $1,276.00 from Devin Phillips, for the 

purchase of the 2001 Ford F-350 pickup truck.  Athmer seconded the motion. Vote was 4 - yeas; 0 - 

nays; motion carried. 

 

Streets and Lighting Superintendent's Report Blake Deimeke:  Superintendent Deimeke thanked 

Gregg Heimann, Travis Wellen and everyone who helped with snow removal and reported the streets 

were cleared without incident. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  President Schomaker announced the Illinois America250 Commemoration will be 

celebrating the United States’ upcoming anniversary in 2026 and that the Village of Albers will be 

participating in the celebration.  Updates on the celebration will be shared as plans are complete. 

 

President Schomaker reminded everyone of the upcoming election on Tuesday, March 17, 2026. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  No Old Business was presented. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No Executive Session was held. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A MOTION WAS MADE BY Kennedy to adjourn the meeting.  Timmermann 

seconded the motion. Vote was 4 - yeas; 0 - nays; motion carried.  

 

Brenda Morris, Village Clerk 


